A new method to correct Stahl's ear.
Stahl's ear is a rare congenital auricular malformation in which an abnormal 'third crus' traverses the upper pole of the scapha. A number of different treatment options have been published to correct Stahl's ear deformity; however, none of them corrects all the variations perfectly. In this article, we describe our new method to correct this deformity. To correct Stahl's ear and acquire a natural-looking appearance, a technique of cartilage scoring and a folding cartilage flap was used. The entire layer of the cartilage was cut through and the anterior skin covering the cartilage was dissected to the external border of the desired superior crus and antehelix to form a fan-shape flap. After scoring of the posterior surface of the cartilage, the cartilage flap was folded and sutured to the cartilage below to build the superior crus. Seventeen patients ranging in age from 9 to 46 years were operated upon using this technique. The ears that were created were of normal size and shape. All patients and their families were satisfied with the final result. There were no complications. We have developed a new method to correct Stahl's ear deformity. Outcomes of this technique on 17 patients suggest that our method is simple, effective and successful.